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IME leaves but 


austerity remains 


THE FG-Labour Coalition is neerdborton PR 
hype. Just look at the way they arc holding up 15 
December as a date when the Troika ‘exits’ and 
Ireland regains its sovereignty 

Theale css pcs ne a 
‘everyone pulled together’ for the good of the coun- 
ty Th mpenion given shar we have donc 596 
of the heavy lifting and that cconomic recovery 
is around the corner, 


Some friends 
But even as they welcome the departure of the 
Troika, the government still claims that they were 
‘our friends 

"They (The trika) kind ofbecame honorary Irish 
people after a while suggested Michael Noonan. 
They were very committed to getting us out of 
the difficulties we were in 

In reality, the Troika were economic hit 
sent over by the rulers of Europe to squeeze us 
dry. They gave the local politicians cover to press 
for reforms’ that they always wanted themselves. 

So, for example, Fine Gacl and Labour used 
the excuse that they had no option because of the 
Troika Memorandums but to impose the property 
charges. This was their justification for breaking 
their own election pledges 

The mision ofthe Troika was vo make the 
Irish population pay for the private debts of the 
banks, Confirmation for thik 
key economists in recent day 
In an interesting technical paper, Gary © 
Sis fiat tee at tte e 
as almost exclusively aimed at financing a with 
drawal of private capital averaging 17 percentage 
points of GDP in 2011-12 alone 

Similarly, Joseph Stiglitz has argued thar the 
ECB wanted to save the European banking system 
and that "it was a trade off between banks all over 
Europe and the Irish citizens! 


has come from wo 


c 


Permanent Austerity 
Even though the Troika has departed, they have 
pur in place a permanent programme of ruthless 
austerity which the establishment politicians will 
implement for years to come 

Under the Fiscal Treaty, Ireland will still be 
subjected toan ‘excessive deficit procedure’ from 
the 

This means continual monitoring to ensue that 
public spending is cut and that the population is 
squeezed by even more Structural reforms’ 

This is a code word for the removal of any free 
public service and its replacement with usr fees 
to make people pay. 


Rate cut 
Despite all their hype, the government’ cconomic 
is also in tates Following orders from the 
$ they pinned thcir hopes on [cand exporting 
its way out of the crash. 
Theysquecrd the domestic economy dry; hop- 


ing that exports would increase growth rates and 
po macs de ovcall dx o GLP rai 

But they failed to take account of along period 
of stagnation that has followed the 20 

Today, for example, the EU economy is still 
in the doldrums wich only Germany growing 
significandy 

Just last week the ECB was forced to make 
money even cheaper in the hope of reviving the 
Eurozone 
Specifically they cut the ECB interest rate to 
25% and while many mortgage holders will br 
efit, the truth is that interest rate cus ultimately 
reflect deep worry by the ECB thar the EU has 


not made a full exit from recession — five years 


after the initial crash. 


Ready for action 
All ofthis means, we have to prepare for battle 
So far the government has been fairly succesful 


the union leaders to spread defeatism 
in order to defuse public anger. 

But the continual attacks — especially when 
everyoncs savings hav Been depleted - means 
that resistance will grow. 

Behind all heir bluster and PR spin, the political 
alte know this and talk quietly among themselves 
about the dangers of ‘austerity fatigue 

Kr is time to shake off the mood of demorali 
sation that followed the defeat of the property 
tax campaign and the government’ victory ove 
Haddington Road 

There are new battles ahead 
working people already encrng the fray o resistance 
as the votes for industrial action by teachers, ESB 
workers, and Aer Lingus cabin crew demonstrat 

This time around we need to g 
the maximum amount of civil disobedience and 
industrial action to push back the bully boys in 

government and the EU 


d new groups of 


all out to use 


In their own words 


‘The Myth: 
Today is historic in the sense that we 
Dave come from a very difficult period... 
People now see the decisions have been 
made as part of a process leading to the 
programme being completed and over. 
And afterwards with a strongand 

clear Government leading to the better 
placement and management of our 
affairs,” 

Taoiseach Enda Kenny on the 'exi ofthe 
Troika 

“The Reality: 


Those currently making medical card 
applications or renewing them could be 
in for a very rough time. 

There appears to be a new ‘get tough 
policy at the HSE on medical ca 
Queries are made and cards do not 

The truth is that medical cards cost 
money and the government is doing 
everything they can to stop people getting 
them. 

This is the price we are now paying for 
reckless bank lending and ineffective 
government—make the people suffer 
and pay. 

Maurice 
Cork 


itegerald, Shanbully, County 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


Debasing us to tax our water 


BrMacse Mc Gn 


PROPERTY Tax Minister for the Environment. 
Phil Hogan, admitted thatthe money brought in 
from the proper tax will be used forthe estab- 
Tishment of rh Water - the new private body 
responsible fr charging us all for water, 

"The tx money i not going towards the maine- 
nance and improvement of ou local services and 
infrastructure, as previously promised 

Instead ie will be used to further entrench the 
privatisation agenda so beloved of Fine Gael 


Jobbridge 
Nowi toad insult to injury; an advertisement has 
appeared on Jobbridge ie asking for unemployed 
people to participate in a scheme installing water 

Many of the positions advertised on this site are 
actual jobs which the company would normally 
have to pay a worker to do- 

‘Given the excuse of paying people a paltry sum. 
on top of their state welfare, employers call the 
positions internships and pocket the profits. 

In response to questions in the Diil on October 
4, Joan Burton admitted that 59% of interms do 

‘Of thone who do fish ei nt 
249 end up with a job, 


Private sector 

Irish Water is potentially even mote unsavoury 
Denis O' Brien paid just €45 million to take 

control of Siteserve, a company which has been 


ship, only 
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Thos tee ising eed collate of tae deal 
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erbe administration and many profits of the 
elec aioe! 
Tat Rabbit bar denied this suggestion, cll 
fag pres cet kor edl Emi ba eae 
pedibns 


Exploitation 
This comes as it has been revealed that 58 teach- 
ing positions have been filled through Jobbridg. 
Furthermore, The Independent reported that 
training schemes were asking for €600 to teach 
le how to install water meters 
Plc Fine Gael and Labours frm belief that 
v unemployed are willfully lazy; the thousands 
reluctantly envgrating to find work would dire. 
Te has been shown that long term unemploy 
ment has significant negative repercussions on 
ones mental heal 
The government should be investing in real jobs, 
and not on making Ireland a haven for corporations 
Under normal circumstances employers earn 


fobBridge 


National Slavery Scheme 


pec pebedMo ied 
Neri 


and to be paid what they are owed, 


E 
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A Rally was held on 7 Nov in support ofthe 


Bexween them. they hive served the outlet 
for more than 100 years, 

The worker were awarded compensation 
in exces of €100,000 in relation to various 


four members who were unfaisly dismissed The union leadership played along with 
From their employment in Connally Shoes both the company and Miniter Varadkar 
Dun Laoghaire in 2010. disgraceful scare tactics. 


nor SIPTU leadership wouldactonany Eventually, lack of 


lead from shop 


aes 
CT 
ae 
um: 


promised in 2015. 

The NTA basalcady stated it will tender 
out 10 ofthe routes to private operators 
bby 2016 while continuous government 


The last rejection saw the extraordinary 
intervention ofa joint Govt/IBEC/ICTU 
Committee to “investigate” the drivers re- 
peated rejection of the deal. 


The questions how to move past thcir 
leaden. i 


Aer Lingus Cabin 


‘Matthew Connolly i now ding iom. 
thesame premises under the ame ol Soc 
pria 

The purpose of the lly was to highlight 
shelter ae 
workers and the deicain Employment and 
Company Law that has ef there workers 
without compensation to which they are 


DUBLIN Bus drivers have vated to ac 
cept con cng propels having boen 
Sisi balled late mbanin by 
einen 

Felling hoc del n 
fives bal tere derer rn ed 
papal peopel par by os 


tunately enon shop steward repeated the 
ing thatthe Government wat 
prepered fora leng trike, would employ 
ac operators to ab and woud allow 
i company to go but. 
Ta reality the repeated ballots showed 


that Government and the company were 
terrified of a strike by a well organised 


AER Lingus cabin crew have voted for in- 
dussial acion. 

The dispute i over roster changes and 
‘the dosur ofan Acr Lingus cabin crew base 
at Shannon. 

Almost pec af IMPACT union members 
ved overwhelming for industrial action. 


INDUSTRI NEWS 
" legally ended Ep = This ot the fi time thar wate 
Connolly's Shoes Rally Oria tcwis ofthe People Bere "Amit lscreadagungar and uscs- "Defeat we be congratlated fr shrancedwikcacion ova dcin a 
InstAllns sank eec sendin menu order, alyepeicerlydiamedenim wi ons 
" Wa De arati w the nce Eainig sed Govtenfreecctean, "Lat Augant the aidin pls hrent- 


ened torike in support af Aer Arann pilots 


PE Busworkersballoed "Ee seon eiea To Ake tis Aad wits ston 
WALKEN into submission TS a MuR o 
ALL ONER b However the core cements in cuts tothe rates in payment 


The pension scheme has a deficit o 


m: 


D auc oed Crew to strike epee 


ad to poorer working conditions fr cur 
rent stall 

The aitline knows it must act voon, ar 
3 looming strike by workers would have a 
devastating impact on the airlines revenues 
over the Christmas period. 

“Therefore the airline willbe eager to come 
to some sort of agreement with the workers 
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Mental health is 


everyone's concern 


ier 


ia Grady 


iret 
neti ag 
sige 


One in Ten 
wil fera long-term 
abil, in ems of 
work and relationships, 
as a result of sufkering a 
‘mental health concern 

We therefore need 
tw have decent services 
provided to deal 
Sith mental dite 
prenion or hon 
for physi pain heart 
ataca or cancer 

Te follows that any 
campaign for beter 
Health services mus 
include demands for 
better mental health 
services and vce vena: 

On the one hand this 
rei ators 
the health service mas 
be opposed by avcats 
for beter mental health 

Punting the health 
service under the control 
BE Privane Health 
Insurers will mean 
lower quality and more 
expensive care for all but 
The elite 

Private insurers 
will also mit accer 
to counseling and 
prychorherapy and even 
Faspital care fr mental 
health rasons 

On the other 
hand concerns about 
reductions in salfing 
and beds in the health 
service severely affects 
menna health services 

Beds and hospitals 
have been owed, many 
with run down facilities, 
Čut the planned 


IU 
Popper 

10 2006 there 
were almost 10,000 
HSE funded afin 
mer beak 
and 2,00 
pseudo 
2014 under Viuon 
far Change - sl 


Government policy — 
a total of m. 
12,000 sf, 
Recent figures show 
that in 2013, there 
‘ver 9,000 wall, only 
three quarters of what 
was planned for a safe 


Crisis 

The relationship 
between rines in 
wall known but not 
inevitable 
hir in 208 suicide 
fates have Increased 
dramatically and hae 
only been kept fm. 
sg higher by young 
People emigrating o 
Find abn 

Instead of raponding 
wich a public work 
pee ta iy 
People Before roi 
the government ha 
Jut turned a blind eye 
hl ging lip service 

he date c grieving 
andes of wc 

The ight again 
out banks i another 
example of where unity 
Beewcen people with 
a dibility and other 
vorn i ita 

Cuts to welfare and 
pubic services hit people 
With dbilities and 
thei carers particularly 
han. 

The Disability 
Allowance has been ct 
by a staggering CM47 per 
year sinc 2008. 

The unemployment 
rate for adults wih an 
intellectual disability i 

Home help hours 
were eur by 450,000 
Hour last year. 

To the ight 
against austerity and 
Privatisation we need to 

The best mental 
health services ae 
developed by the active 
democratic volvement 

‘Moving away from 
cf drug wil require 
the power to acter 
counseling and social 
supports including 
Tera and dreh p 

Unity between 
Ami-Aisteriry, Health 
Services and Disability 
Rights campaigns 
supported by Teade 
Unionis and Socal 
will be vital ro beat the 
government and win 


forall Health and 
picem 


Labour sell-out — we need 
a political alternative 


LABOUR scii-oUt1o- 
TROIKA SOR ANNY 


Axe the Property Tax @ Stop Aus 
— 


left and then support policies 
which harm workers 

Workers need a party to ex 
press their interests 


THE Labour Party is bearing. 
the brunt of pub 
the cracks have started to appear 


anger and 


n But the lesson of Labour's 
pene Ce failure is that it cannot be a 
ely geared to 


winning elections in order to 


cillors have resigned from the 


party that is 


party —or 10 percent ofthe tota. 
Some have a genuine com- 


manage Irish capit 


mitment to thei 


sop. Te must be a party of struggle 
and can no longer put up wit p il 


that seeks to build solidarity and 
Labour's austerity. policies working classaction from below. 
A left party that tells workers 


Others are sim 


opportunists 
who are jumping ship before the 


ick and leave it to 


local elections next year in May 


The Labour Party is shrinking EM edd 
in the poll and could follow he eee ES 
Greens into political oblivion The People Before Profi 
Alliance is emerging as an im 
with garcon activist who want 
to fighe 

Nest May i will be standing 
candidates nthe local and eure 


And that is not a bad thing. 

The Irish Labour Party has a 
number of peculi 
Wc always props up ri 
governments and only uses left 


gether revolutionary socialists 


sounding policies to achieve that 
support role. Even at the height. 
of his radical rhetoric, Eam 

Gilmore played a double game. 
He courted votes by expressing 


elections, But at the core of its 
philosophy ian ides of promoting. 
grassroots struggle from below 


our unions. That means ridding 


ourselves of union leaders who 


the real concerns of workers put the interests of the Labour 


but only to cynically sell chem yhadawhosresd Party ahead of their own I elected representative 
out for his seat in government, a constant mesage of defeatism members. Richard Boyd Barrett in the 
Wis voting base ia more skewed to support thcir party The main initial beneficiary Diil and a handful of current 
towards the upper profesional Atecent SIPTU conference, of Labours decline is Sinn Fein Councillors — are answerable to 
occupations than the manual for example. heard repeated at- (SF). In the Dail, they have the wider membership 


Minister Joan become the loudest voice in If they 
the policy of perma- refuse all junkets and TDs must 


working class. Labour was tacks on Labour 
never a party of struggle and Burton over her ab. 


Tolidatea real base amongst the workers aged berween 65 and Buta doser look SF policies wage and put the rest of their 
poorest of workers —— 66. But despite this, the SIPTU shows that itis probably on track salary back into campaigning, 

leadership claimed that Labour to join a coalition with Fianna Itis the int step on the road 
Union Bureaucracy was fighting at the gates of bell Fail after the next election. to creating a network of activ- 
The Labou Pury has one advan- wo defend workers SF support far cutting exes ists wha will farm the core of 
tage which could protect them Aswell as rejecting Labourat on big business in the North a broader, open and inclusive 
from the fare ofthe Greens. the poll, we alo need ro break: — even as it cuts back public party of the future 


They are propped up by the the links between Labour and services- shows that it can talk — We urge you to get involved. 
EWS IN BRIEF 


Onanuga death after told she was ‘faking’ pain 


THE inquest into the death routine scan with her GP in) and was admitted. said Ms Onanuga was 
of Bimbo Onanuga (32) has | Ballymun. 5 “faking”. 
concluded and her death has "The following day she was 
been recorded as medical “There she was told that her | transferred to the Mater. Ms Onanuga died on 4 
Pe mmean child had died in the womb March in the Maters ICU. 
and was sent away an hour Her partner, Abiola 
On 1 March, 2010, at sis Messing the aco Adesina, has said that her Sadly the allegedly 
seven months pregnant, Ms complaints of pain were world-class perinatal care 
lanuga was directed to the | She retuned to the Rotunda | perceived as being overstated | in Ireland has failed yet 


Rotunda Hospital, after a on 3 March in extreme pain | by the midwife, who allegedly | another woman. 
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LGBTQ 
people 
demand 


full 
equality 


IN 1998 the Equality Employment 
Act was passed, 
This legislation was supposed. 
to protect workers from 
discrimination in he hiring process 
aswel a ensuring equal pj 
and establishing 
‘defend and compensate victims of 
discrimination in the workplace. 
However the legislation, 
contained a deeply worrying 
‘exception clause (Section 37.1) 


ncchanism to 


which allows institutions with a 
Teligious ethos to take action against 
any employee that “undermines” i 
p 


This is extremely pro 
in a country in which many sate 
Funded essential services maintain 
strong links to Catholici 

This means schools and hospitale 
(ax well ax many other place of 
work) across the country have the 
formal right to discriminate against 
workers not living by the Churchs 
archaic standards. 


Marriage equality 
Aae mi eae los 
Ea Aiport 
SEEE EAE 
pori eer iei A 

Merc pe ie 
that will be the debates surrounding 
nag Scat pepe 
cre ente 
pee eer 
chance to air their hateful views 

priest 
contra Trend i sil nat a 
fopi place for LGBTQ 
posed ke E eee 
preterita 
dun 

Advocacy for LGBTQ equ 
E ee 
piers erede 
fo i ale alge 
(uu eeu 

jedem 
eel Mies ui Tad 
pluve item sí LEBTQ 
pple el ag 
esd 
This can be a movement 10 
ig: a lad aay bac 
Eris 
Y helan ded fami TCBTQ, 
pres 

(me mete 
LGHTO lca and he 
Sube 
EM E 
enak 


Councillor exodus as 
Labour disintegrates 


By Michael Walle 


THE Labour Party isin spectacular 
meltdown 

Tn the space of just a week, three 
protest over the eadershiph con 
vupporr for austerity. another ruthless 
budge lation to 
the Fine Gacl agenda 

A total of 26 Councillors 
10 ofits teal number and s member 
of the parliamentary party have now 


and complete capi 


nearly 


government in 2011. 

Among the latest members to exit 
in ane ofthe countrys longest serving 
town councilors. Scan O Grady 

The Councilor fom Killarney, asen 
ior and respected Bgure inside Labour, 
accused the party leadership of “crow 

Ik costs lives, theyre not worried 


about it 
He cited the savage axing of the 
bereavement grant and telephone al 
lowance for he elderly as the inal straw. 
sying “Labour are manna’ to Fine Gal. 
There are more right-wing propos 
als and policies emanating from this 
emment than any | can remember, 


UU E 
petes 

Als ering in the same week were 
Paddy Bourke a Dublin Ciy Councilor 
and farmer lord mayor and Jimmy 
O'Shaughnesy Chairman of Wicklow 
County Count, who accused Labour 
fora dorion proves and ded 
who could no longer stomach their 
pays betrayal echoed shese opialone 
Ferrer Labour Council Tom Forsne 
(Wicklow) The party has totally lon 
touch. cheir credibility i gone 

Ex Labour Dublin City Councillor 
Seve Wrenn “Weve an dent leader 
Be na good to the par 

Former Labour TD, Patrick Nuly 

The Leadership ofthe party and in 
poricala the Cabinet incr, fue 
pre à 


Wider disintegration 
Yer this is nothing compared to the rage 
felt by the wider population, 
marched by ies collapsing support base 

The latest Ipsos MDL "i showed 
Labour at just 6% in the polls — itr 
lowest level in 26 years 

And this poll was taken before 
Budget 2014, where Labour ministers 
outdid their Fine Gacl alles in vig 
ously pushing brutal cuts onto young 
jobseekers and the elderly in particular. 

a pandering to the demands of the 
ruling clas by attacking workers and the 
‘eel sate, Labour has forever thrashed 
their so-called ‘core party principles of 
Freedom, Equality, Community and 
Democracy 

Tike xo many social democratic 
the revolutionary traditions of James 
Connolly but now it credibili 
tally decimated. 


phe hasa Eile look to i pre-lection 
Fulnerable flowed by a complete el 
tut fo the rightwing agenda of Fine 
demands of the marker. 

The pary of Gilmore & Co, now 
standing for Austerity, Injustice 
Inequality and Slave Labour ac clearly 
heading lor oblivion 


Opportunity 
arisen in hich to gow a genuinely 
socialist fighting pariy of the wor 
ing clasi: a revolutionary alternative 
to Labour’ shameful treachery and 
bedence towards the lite and their 
This alno means building a mas soci 
movement that can defeat the aiempi 
af the bankens and boses to makeus 
pay for their crimes and to zoll back the 
Vicio cutbacks thar the Labour Party 
Were so complicit in pushing through 
the parliament 
ple Before Profit can start xo 
become hi alco and dd de 
ing against Labour inthe up-coming 
local elections. 


Open Letter (People Before: Profit Waterford) 


Pylons and sustainable 
energy 


Global warming and climate change 
are spiralling out of control. 
‘According to the latest 
nal Panel on Climate 


Vena ecg parie the 
Voie! bed ter 
To i content it ia vial dat 
pipes ere 
SET TRG 


Instead they seem to be allowing 
big energy companies to ride o 
shod over commanitcs in the interest 
of profit 

‘The Waterford branch of People 
Before Profit calls on Eirgrid to put 
their planned 250km route of high 
voltage cable lines underground, 
Father than using overhead 
{tanamlasion power ines 

"We also cll on them to engage 
in transparent and meaning 
consultation with all ofthe 
Communities affected by their 
opera. 
"s ‘This consultation has to include 
r$ concerns about their health, 


the environmental impact. 


Long term savings 
Any cost-benefit analysis of 
the underground alternative 
should include long term cost 
Miccivcncus ncleding savings 
te succenive governments in the 
prevention of health consequences 
{for example research by Profes 
Draper of Oxford University lt 
voltage overhead lines to 
pre pire 


Delays in planning are also. 
much more likely for overhead 
lines, adding to the long term cost, 
whilst long term maintenance 
Should also be factored into the 
initial costs. 

Recent evidence from the UK 
also proves that underground 
‘ables are more likely to escape the 
effects of bad weather, therefore 
improving the reliability of the 


local electricity supply. 


Wider battles 


Io addition to the fight aint 
high voltage overhead power lines, 
People Belove Profi ae calling on 
tll concerned citizens to bold the 
secant te secet developing 
Fonal energ wq focaingon 

re the lot iyenty eis 
Pie taa tapaakin necs 
Sanctioned the sell-off of ands 
[re Fal marvas co Frean 
parrer 

Concaty the I tas take oa aay 
preies ia the lowest ia the world. 

Borning fol fehl nor 
pesi hog iem but the 
Eeweugsertied colder 
Irland to move towards wind, 
vers end idl sos sar ed 

lal cay 
Cars low investment 
Honoris 
‘isting housing rinsulaton, solar 
mean Beers 
Soe 

AN aE er peer te. 
iar pinegi semar dw d 
Ecce een 
petam 


Socialist Werter J 


say 


wie” Roma family target 
Disate | Of state racism 


the Garda National 


Bro 
Immigration Bare 

DIRECT provision | cater when they cany 

to the insinitional inorder w deport people. | | THE recen cruel incident of the 

accommodation for. pes snatching of a Roma child from her 

asylum seckerr in Ireland. | cha i asyhum seekers family in Tallaght by local Gardai 
The system consists | were liring in the tales the question of acim in he 

scattered around the roupe would be set up he existence of acm in Iri 

country. fn solidarity with people | | society, a rogettable fact, i carefully 
Themajriyae | cing deportation, rowers thar be to der 
The remainder consist | ar all costs. Tewas against his background that 

cf ewo former convenes |^ When i comes to ple Before 

a caravan park, aformer | deportasion, the NGOs =| | Prof held a demonstration ar the 
The conditions under |^ “Those that have calling fr an end wo racial proüng 

which people ae Forced | commented, state that | | and Carda support for racm. 

To live In these centrer are | deportations should be vas noted that th attacks o 


VT Aa di errechie hr 
Poverty rovision, [ouem arse 
o ELA 
often sub-standand and | Fortress Europe Maria 
patente [ric sid | reciente www.PeopleBeforeProfit.ie 


Waco IBI am Text JOIN to 085 858 5292 


coke Because of the miliaried 

While in direct external EU border 

provision alum seekers | this borden refered || ave more kely ro have ther children 
Ciper week per | designed ro keepout | | mother Saska Rusva i Roma and 

adult wich each child | people fom Afia Avia | | live én Bulgaria. 
petting €9.00. End the Middle Ea She said she lft the child with And Bulgarian police are inve- the authorities have deemed them Children Protection Department of 
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Protests defy geen army 
in bid to take back the streets 


Revolutionaries are fighting back against anti-protest laws to demand bread and freedom, writes Judith Orr 
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Anti-racists in Greece say ‘united we can beat the Nazis 
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Greek workers disrupt Troika visit 
but police attack ERT occupation 
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Nazis win a by-election in France “Enders Game”: Endless war 
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As the politicians bicker... 
Time to restart the fightback 


POLITICS in the North arc at an 

Tar Bag proces somom 
Toi: Serot nd tic cola 
Iso parades paio dng 
aM acters 

This renewal lnacetariacien tes 
places apain a backdrop of falling 
iring mandar mod auc 
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Suil, Assembly politicians continue 
Toke cepa eet aro 
Rome burns while Stormont idles 


"Haas talks! 
The on-going ‘Haas talks’, aimed at 
finding a solution to the resurgence 
of sectarianism, has nothing to offer 
ordinary people in the North. 

Arbor they will offer another fag 
ile agreement which will paper over 
the teal divisions at Stormont, only 


to collapse again when politicians 
revert to communal point scoring, 

Nor will they deal with underlying 
issues fueling riots and flags protest. 

All of the main parties here con 
tinue to be committed to a programme 
of guns and privatisation, 

This strategy clearly has the poten- 
tial to make things worse 

There ae, however, renewed signs 
of a fightback amongst workers. 

This month University staf took 
strike action across the North. 

The walkout by UCU, Unison and 
Unite members saw strong turnouts 
across a number of campus 

The dispure centres on a 196 pay 


increase offered to college staff 

In real terms this measly offer 
amounted to a substantial pay cut 
when inflationary price rises are taken 
into account. 

Unions say workers have suffered 
a real terms pay cut of 13 percent 
since 2008. 


Casualisation 
Workers also stressed that the strike 
was about much more than pay 
University staff are facing increas, 
ing workloads, casualisation, and 
outsourcing at campuses across the 
North 
Many workers on picket ins linked 
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Fair Pay 


NOW 


UNIVERSITY STAFF =13% PAY CUT 


the action with wider defen 
cation against Assembly c 

Despite minimal news 
of the strike there was stro 
lines at Queens, University ol 
and St Mary's Coll 

Unions have declared that further 
strike action will be held again in 
Universities later this month 

Dates should be ser for these strikes 
and mobilisations should be 
in solidarity 

Student unions should build soli- 
datiy for the strikes amongst students 
and joint staff /sudent protests shoul 
be organised. 

‘Other unions should be called 
out too, 
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A serious campa 


crs, cures stud 
to defend education i 
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Royal Mail 
Royal Mail workers in the CWU were 
for strike action themselves 


ast weck against cuts to pensions 
and id conditions. 
Howeve WU leadership 
called ction having forced 
some concessions from Roy 


who were fearful of the p 
industrial action. 


clude legal protect 
that extends beyon 


year offer, an improved pay and re- 
ward offer and a separate pensions 


The CWU should continue to pu 
presure on management rather than 


defenc 
Sera 
fight t 

Actions like these have the potential 
to kick-start the fight against austerity 
in the North. 

They also have the potential to 
undercut sectarianism and expose 
the idea that the two communities 


of the Exploris Centre in 
rd show a clear willingness 
1s behalf to come out and 
defend services, 


These actio 
Unions in th 
come mote proacti 
and austerity 

Tr is clear that when given a lead 


workers are prepared to fight 
The militant protests around the 


The National 
Owestionwllocday 


with articles on the history of struggle of the 
Kurds, Independence for Scotland & Catalonia 
and the situation in Northern Ireland. 


cannot u 

The bright glare of the 'new dawn 
may have dimmed, but the spark of 

The Stormont parties offer 
out of the impasse 

Only a renewed struggle of work 
ing class people has any hope of 
challenging sectarianism and the 
implementation of austerity 
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